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REGULAR MEETING November 12, 2019                          
 

JACOB GARABED ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kuster at 7:01 P.M.  Chairperson Kuster 
announced that adequate notice of this meeting has been given to the area press and the Town of 
Hackettstown, and the meeting shall be convened and conducted in accordance with the 
requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
Roll call indicated the following members in attendance:  Kuster, Jerry DiMaio, John DiMaio, 
and Kunz. 
Also attending:  Counselor Michael Selvaggi, Pete Paftinos, Robert McNich, Counselor John 
Zaiter, Executive Director Corcoran, Deputy Director Biank, Recording Secretary Palma and 
Court Stenographer. 
Chairperson Kuster led a salute of the United States Flag. 
Chairperson Kuster opened the meeting to the public hearing to hear testimony and to discuss 
proposed changes to water and sewer connection fees listed in the Rate Schedule in Section VII 
of the HMUA rules and Regulations. Executive Director Corcoran explained the reason for the 
public hearing and introduced Robert McNinch of the accounting firm, FWCC.  Robert McNinch 
explained the steps taken to determine the new connection fees and reviewed the findings. There 
was no further public comment. 
See the attached public hearing transcription from the Court Stenographer.   
Chairperson Kuster stated the next agenda item was the discussion and possible action to adopt 
changes to water and sewer connection fees listed in the Rate Schedule in Section VII of the 
HMUA Rules and Regulations.  
A motion was made by Kuster to adopt the new water connection fee of $5,773 to be listed in 
Section VII of the HMUA Rules and Regulations.   
Resolution #19-3427-1 

WHEREAS, the HMUA is subject to a statutory requirement under N.J.S.A 40:14B to 
calculate water and sewer connection fees on an annual basis; and 

WHEREAS, the HMUA Board has reviewed the proposed changes to the water connection 
fee listed in the rate schedule in Section VII of the Rules and Regulations which were 
publicly noticed as required by law; therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the HMUA hereby adopts the changes to the water connection fee listed in 
the rate schedule in Section VII of the HMUA Rules and Regulations, as per the public notice. 
This was seconded by John DiMaio and vote carried: 
  Ayes:  Kuster, Jerry DiMaio, John DiMaio and Kunz 
 
 



 

 Page 2 

A motion was made by John DiMaio to adopt the new sewer connection fee of $5,500 to be 
listed in Section VII of the HMUA Rules and Regulations.   
Resolution #19-3427-2 

WHEREAS, the HMUA is subject to a statutory requirement under N.J.S.A 40:14B to 
calculate water and sewer connection fees on an annual basis; and 

WHEREAS, the HMUA Board has reviewed the proposed changes to the sewer connection 
fee listed in the rate schedule in Section VII of the Rules and Regulations which were 
publicly noticed as required by law; therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the HMUA hereby adopts the changes to the sewer connection fee listed in 
the rate schedule in Section VII of the HMUA Rules and Regulations, as per the public notice. 
This motion was seconded by Jerry DiMaio and vote carried: 
  Ayes:  Kuster, Jerry DiMaio, John DiMaio, and Kunz 
Chairperson Kuster indicated approval of the October 8th Regular Meeting minutes as the next 
agenda item. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Jerry DiMaio, being seconded by 
Kunz with Kuster, John DiMaio and Kunz voting yea and Jerry DiMaio abstaining. 
Chairperson Kuster indicated approval of the October 8th Executive Session minutes as the next 
agenda item.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Kunz, being seconded by John 
DiMaio with Kuster, John DiMaio and Kunz voting yea and Jerry DiMaio abstaining.          
Chairperson Kuster opened the meeting to public participation and noted there were members of 
the public present.  
Counselor Selvaggi approached the Board. He stated that he represents Moudro Corporation.  He 
stated that on March 11, 2019 Moudro submitted an application for final approval for water and 
sewer utility service for the “Residences at Bilby Road” residential development.  He stated that 
no response was received from HMUA until October at which time Moudro was told that its 
application for final approval had been rejected as being incomplete.  He further explained how 
there was a previous “Princess Towers” project that had received planning board approval; 
however he acknowledged that project was a residential/commercial combination and was 
different than the current all residential project.  He stated that the Residences at Bilby Road 
project involves a P.I.L.O.T and 55 of the 275 units will be low income units. 
Selvaggi stated that Moudro is requesting a reconsideration of this determination and a waiver 
from compliance with the current connection fees.  Selvaggi stated that, with the new rates, 
project costs will increase well over a million dollars. 
Executive Director Corcoran stated that applications for tentative and final approval were 
submitted in March 2019.  The subject application for final approval did not include the required 
checklist items including planning board approval, connection fees and permits at that time, all 
of which are required to deem the application complete.  Moudro Corporation submitted a 
second application for service (tentative approval) in October 2019, which was deemed complete 
as it included planning board approval in addition to all the other required checklist items for 
tentative approval. 
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The Board expressed that it understood their concerns and indicated that Mr. Paftinos has done a 
lot for the Town of Hackettstown and its seniors.  However, it was stated that the Rules and 
Regulations of the Authority are an important part of the decision making.  
At this point, it was suggested that the Board convene into Executive Session.  
Chairperson Kuster stated he would entertain a motion to convene into Executive Session.  
Resolution #19-3428 was proposed by John DiMaio who moved its adoption. The motion to 
convene into Executive Session was seconded by Kunz.  Ayes:  Kuster, Jerry DiMaio, John 
DiMaio, and Kunz.  
Counselor Selvaggi and Pete Paftinos exited the meeting.  
Resolution #19-3428  

BE IT RESOLVED, on this 12th day of November, 2019 by the Hackettstown Municipal 
Utilities Authority and pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et. seq., the Authority shall discuss 
Potential Litigation in Executive Session. 
It is not possible, at this time, for the Authority to determine when and under what 
circumstances the above referenced item, which is to be discussed in Executive Session, can 
be publicly disclosed. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this 12th day of November, 2019 by the 
Hackettstown Municipal Utilities Authority that the matters, as noted above, will be 
discussed in Executive Session, said session commencing at 7:35 PM. 

Kunz moved to end Executive Session and re-enter Regular Session, said motion being seconded 
by Jerry DiMaio and all indicating approval at 7:55 PM.  No formal action was taken during 
Executive Session. 
Upon returning from Executive Session, Counselor Selvaggi and Pete Paftinos re-entered the 
meeting.   
Counselor Zaiter suggested that the Board have more time to review the Rules and Regulations 
and that he then could have a discussion with Counselor Selvaggi.   
Chairperson Kuster stated the next agenda item was the discussion and possible action regarding 
any project Change Orders.   Executive Director Corcoran stated there were no Change Orders.  
Chairperson Kuster stated the next agenda item was to entertain Resolutions approving the 
Operations Expense Account Requisitions #OEA-1169 and #OEA-1170 in the total amount 
aggregate amount of $241,369.88.   
The following Resolution #19-3429 was proposed by Kunz who moved its adoption: 
Resolution #19-3429 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following Operations Expense Requisitions be formally 
approved: 
Dated: October 11, 2019  OEA-1169 SL-23 $112,398.88 
Dated: October 25, 2019  OEA-1170 SL-24 128,971.00 

      Total  $241,369.88 
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This Resolution was seconded by John DiMaio and upon roll call vote carried:   
   Ayes:  Chairperson Kuster, John DiMaio, Jerry DiMaio and Kunz  
 
Chairperson Kuster stated the next agenda item was to entertain a Resolution approving Renewal 
& Replacement Fund Requisition #RR-263 in the aggregate amount of $53,190.92.  The 
following Resolution #19-3430 was proposed by John DiMaio who moved its adoption.  
Resolution #19-3430 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following Renewal and Replacement Fund Requisition #RR-
263 be formally approved: 
 
REQUISITION #RR-263 
Cleanearth  Recycling & Disposal/Soil   $ 27,694.06 
Cory Brothers  Sewer Jet Repairs    5,422.54 
Howard Burd & Sons Concrete & Paving Mat.  15,880.00 
JR Metal Products  Manhole Risers   1,964.32 
Mott MacDonald  Nitrification Tank   2,230.00 

   Total $ 53,190.92 
This Resolution was seconded by Kunz and upon roll call vote carried:   
 Ayes:  Kuster, John DiMaio, Jerry DiMaio and Kunz.  
Chairperson Kuster stated the next agenda item was to entertain a Resolution approving Escrow 
Subaccount Requisition #ESR-294 in the amount of $13,745.33.  The following Resolution #19-
3431 was proposed by Jerry DiMaio who moved its adoption. 
 
Resolution #19-3431 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following Escrow Subaccount Requisition #ESR-294 be 
formally approved: 
REQUISITION #ESR-294 
2016 Mountain Hackettstown     Refund Escrow Balance $ 162.00 
Jade Hackettstown  Refund Escrow Balance   6,730.83 
Mott MacDonald  Heath Village West   1,546.00 
Mott MacDonald  Liongate (WAWA)   540.00 
Mott MacDonald  Residences at Bilby Rd.   180.50  
Rio Supply, Inc.  Heath Village West   4,586.00 
 Total $ 13,745.33 

 
This Resolution was seconded by Kunz and upon roll call vote carried:   
 Ayes:  Kuster, John DiMaio, Jerry DiMaio and Kunz. 
Chairperson Kuster stated the next agenda item was discussion and possible action to ratify 
budget line item transfers.  After a brief discussion, the following Resolution #19-3432 was 
proposed by Kunz who moved its adoption.  
Resolution #19-3432 
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BE IT RESOLVED, the Governing Body of the Town of Hackettstown Municipal Utilities 
Authority hereby ratifies the action of the Executive Director to transfer funds between the 
individual Expense Accounts as listed below: Water Operations – Electric (63301) is 
decreased by $6,200. Water – Chemicals (63101) is increased by $6,200.  Water 
Administration – Salaries (65101) is decreased by $6,500 and Water Administration – 
Professional Services (67201) is increased by $6,500.  Sewer Administration – Salaries 
(75102) is decreased by $7,000 and Professional Services (77202) is increased by $7,000.  

This Resolution was seconded by Jerry DiMaio and upon roll call vote carried:  
 Ayes: Kuster, Jerry DiMaio, John DiMaio and Kunz voting yea. 
Chairperson Kuster stated the next agenda item was discussion and possible action to adopt the 
FY 2019/220 budgets.  The following Resolution #19-3433 was proposed by John DiMaio who 
moved its adoption. 
Resolution #19-3433 

WHEREAS, the Annual Budget and Capital Budget/Program for the Town of Hackettstown 
Municipal Utilities Authority for the fiscal year beginning December 1, 2019 and ending 
November 30, 2020 has been presented for adoption before the governing body of the Town 
of Hackettstown Municipal Utilities Authority at its open public meeting of November 12, 
2019; and 
WHEREAS, the Annual Budget and Capital Budget as presented for adoption reflects each 
item of revenue and appropriation in the same amount and title as set forth in the introduced 
and approved budget, including all amendments thereto, if any, which have been approved by 
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services; and  
WHEREAS, the Annual Budget as presented for adoption reflects Total Revenues of 
$4,931,000, Total Appropriations, including any accumulated Deficit, if any, of $4,931,000 
and Total Unrestricted Net Position utilized of $0; and 
WHEREAS, the Capital Budget as presented for adoption reflects Total Capital 
Appropriations of $2,402,000 and Total Unrestricted Net Position planned to be utilized of 
$0; total Renewal and Replacement Reserve funds planned to be utilized of $1,375,000;  
Total other sources (Construction Aid Fund) planned be utilized of $1,027,000; and 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Town of 
Hackettstown Municipal Utilities Authority, at an open public meeting held on November 12, 
2019 that the Annual Budget and Capital Budget/Program of the Town of Hackettstown 
Municipal Utilities Authority for the fiscal year beginning December 1, 2019 and ending 
November 30, 2020 is hereby adopted and shall constitute appropriations for the purposes 
stated; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Annual Budget and Capital Budget/Program as 
presented for adoption reflects each item of revenue and appropriation in the same amount 
and title as set forth in the introduced and approved budget, including all amendments 
thereto, if any, which have been approved by the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services. 

This Resolution was seconded by Jerry DiMaio and upon roll call vote carried:  
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  Ayes:  Kuster, Jerry DiMaio, John DiMaio, and Kunz voting yea.  
Chairperson Kuster stated the next agenda item was discussion and possible action regarding an 
Interlocal Services Agreement for sewer cleaning and inspection services with the Township of 
Allamuchy. 
The following Resolution #18-3434 was proposed by Kunz, who moved its adoption: 
Resolution #18-3434 

WHEREAS, the Hackettstown Municipal Utilities Authority and the Township of Allamuchy 
desire to enter into a Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et 
seq.  Agreement for Sewer Cleaning and TV Inspection Services; and, 
WHEREAS, these services will be provided to the Township of Allamuchy for costs as 
specified on “Attachment A” to the Agreement; therefore, 
BE IT RESOLVED, this said Uniform Shared Services Agreement for Sewer Cleaning and 
TV Inspection Services should take effect December 1, 2019 and expire November 30, 2020.  
It is understood that either party may terminate this contract at any time for any reason by 
providing at least thirty (30) days written notice to the other party.  

This Resolution was seconded by John DiMaio and upon roll call vote carried:  
  Ayes:  Kuster, Jerry DiMaio, John DiMaio and Kunz voted yea.  
Chairperson Kuster requested the reports from the Executive Director and Deputy Director.  
Executive Director Corcoran reminded everyone that the Holiday Get Together would be on 
December 13th and stated that she hopes that all would be able to attend.  
Executive Director Corcoran began by giving an update on developer projects as follows: 

• Heath Village West is continuing construction and the Authority continues the water and 
sewer system inspections.   

• Quick Check has met all the requirements of the Authority and is good to go from 
HMUA perspective.  

• Woodmont is awaiting County approval.  
• Residences at Bilby Road – HMUA provided Mott MacDonald review letter to SESI 

engineer for drawing modifications,  
Kathy also stated that they are still receiving very high dissolved oxygen reading and they are 
continuing to operate the blowers at the lowest setting.  Also they seem to still get shut downs on 
blower #2, which Neuros is tracking to determine the cause. 
Kathy continued by stating that Mott MacDonald completed the summary of results from the full 
scale PAA trials and, based on the results, they do not recommend implementing PAA over UV 
disinfection long term.  This information will be useful for construction phase disinfection when 
the UV system replacement occurs. 
Kathy also stated that the budgeted capital projects for the WPCP were largely related to 
conversion to natural gas.  She deferred to Frank on this matter. 
Frank stated he is continuing to work with Mott MacDonald on the conversion to natural gas.  He 
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confirmed that this project will be done in two phases.  With the AB being done first and the 
ATB second.  Mott MacDonald is preparing the proposed easement for the natural gas service to 
the WPCP. Once the easement is prepared, HMUA will then approach the two affected property 
owners.  
On the water side, Kathy stated the County is moving forward with drafting a sales agreement 
for the 1.0 tank. 
Kathy continued by stating that water usage continues going down.  October usage was lower 
than last year by 30-50,000 gallons per day on average.  
Kathy also stated they continue to look at loggers and have tested out several models.  She 
confirmed that there have been 3 main breaks this year and 3 service leaks.  She also stated that 
the water utility will be replacing a main line valve on Willow Grove Street that is leaking.  
Kathy stated that the valve exercising program has been going very well with over 500 valves 
done and no major issues.  She stated with the colder weather approaching, this will slow down.  
Kathy continued by stating the pressure reducing valve (PRV) on Ketchum Rd. has been 
replaced.  She confirmed that this PRV was the most problematic in our system.  
Kathy also stated they have been working with M&M Mars and have reviewed and commented 
on the meter pit plans.  HMUA is awaiting updated plans.  She confirmed that they are looking to 
do part of the project over the holiday shut down.   
Kathy concluded by stating that the paving on Seber Road and Countryside has been completed 
by Howard Burd & Sons.  
Chairperson Kuster requested Counselor Zaiter to proceed with his report.  Counselor Zaiter had 
nothing to report. 
Chairperson Kuster asked whether anyone had business of a general nature to discuss. There 
being no additional comments or discussion, Chairperson Kuster declared a motion to adjourn 
would be in order and was so moved by Kunz, seconded by Jerry DiMaio and followed by a 
unanimous voice vote. 
Time – 8:20 P.M. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Kathleen Corcoran, PE, PP, PMP   
      Executive Director & Secretary 
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